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Everett-O'Day House 
2519 Laurel Bush Road 
Emmorton vicinity 
Private 

The Everett-O'Day House is a good example of log building techniques 
in the mid-19th century and also of the evolution of log buildings with 
additions being made over a long period of time. The house is also locally 
significant for its association with Estella Everett, a prominent business­
woman in Harford County in the early 20th century. She, held important 
nosts in the State Business and Professional Women's Club and on the 
National Safety Committee. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Everett-O'Day House is a two story log and frame residence dating 
from about 1840 located on the north side of Laurel Bush Road about one quarter 
mile east of the v i l l age of Emmorton in Harford County, Maryland. The house 
is set back from Laurel Bush Road about 200 feet and faces southwest. 

The house was b u i l t i n two sect ions, the older being a two story V?flotched log 
structure wi th a two-bay main e levat ion. The o r ig ina l plan was one room on 
both the f i r s t and second f loors wi th an enclosed winding s t a i r in the northeast 
corner. An i n t e r i o r end chimney was located in the west gable end. An a t t i c 
or l o f t area was under the gable roof. A small frame kitchen extension was 
b u i l t on the rear of the log section at an unknown date probably l a t e r in the 
19th century. I t was o r i g i n a l l y about 1% stor ies high and the upper f l o o r 
was probably used as an extra bedroom. A screened porch was added to the 
south side of the extension at an unknown t ime. The roof of the extension 
i s being r e b u i l t fo r more ce i l i ng height by the present owners. 

In the l as t quarter of the 19th century, a two-bay, two-story frame 
section was added to the west end of the log house. The chimney was thus 
enclosed and a second f i rep lace opening added fo r the new room. The a l tered 
main elevat ion assumed i t s present appearance, wi th entrances to both sections 
in the inner bays. A shed porch with scrol l-sawn brackets was also added in 
the la te 19th century. At about the same per iod, both the log s t ructure and 
the frame addit ion were covered wi th clapboard s id ing . The north gable end 
and rear o f the frame section now have board and batten s id ing , but i t is not 
clear whether t h i s is the o r ig ina l ex te r io r covering. 

The foundation is stone and the o r ig ina l shingled roof was replaced wi th 
s late in the 1930's. During the same per iod, the f i rep lace opening in the 
log section was a l tered by the addi t ion of several stones around i t s fac ing . 
The or ig ina l f ron t porch f l oo r was replaced wi th f lagstones. The fenestrat ion 
is s ix over s ix s l i d i ng sash with louvred shut ters. 

Outbui ldings: A large frame barn and other related agr i cu l tu ra l structures 
are located south of the house, but now are part of the adjacent property. 
Also on th i s t r a c t i s a log springhouse about 100 feet east of the Everett-O'Day 
House. I t is probably contemporary wi th the log part of the house. The 
springhouse roof has collapsed and i t i s in generally deter iorated condi t ion. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Everett-O'Day House is a good example of log building techniques in 
the mid-19th century and also of the evolution of log buildings with additions 
being made over a long period of time. The house is also local ly signif icant 
for i t s association with Estella Everett, a prominent businesswoman in the 
early 20th century in Harford County. 

SUPPORT 

The house was probably built by a member of the Everett family and remained 
in their possession until the 1970's. Estella Everett was the last of the family 
to live in the house and at her death left several family ledger books, letters, 
receipts, and bills dating from the 1850's in the house. These are now in the 
hands of the current owners. 

Miss Estella Everett was a charter member of the Emmorton Grange, founded 
in 1920. She was also a charter member and President of the Harford County 
Business and Professional Women's Club. She was later the State President of 
this group and also State Legislative Chairwoman for the National Safety Committee, 
to which she was appointed by Governor 0'Conor in the late 1940's. 
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The site of the Everett-O'Day House is now occupied by a recently constructed housing development. 






